




























Annual Report – Cllr Marcus Hartnell EDDC Ward Member for Seaton 

 

The past year has been extremely difficult and testing for everyone because of 

Covid-19. We have all adapted to working differently, and I believe local councils 

have adjusted well to working remotely and adapting to what have been 

unprecedented and tough restrictions. 

Officers at East Devon District Council have been extremely quick and agile in 

responding to the pandemic, administering grants and payments quickly and 

efficiently to support businesses and individuals along with keeping services running, 

such as kerbside waste and recycling.  

Significantly, we have made subsidies to Leisure East Devon to continue supporting 

them as an important provider of leisure facilities in the district. The Council is 

monitoring this ongoing support as the economy recovers and restrictions ease. 

Climate Change is very much a priority for Councillors, and several initiatives are 

coming forward such as electric car charging points and the installation of energy 

efficient heat pumps in council owned homes. 

At a town level I have been involved with the Seafront Enhancement Project since 

being elected in 2015, and I have to say progress regarding the Moridunum derelict 

toilets is frustratingly slow. Along with my fellow ward members I continue to meet 

with officers and our legal team at EDDC to progress a preferred option for its future, 

and how that will impact on the wider scheme. There is hope that some funding for 

the wider scheme may come through via the government levelling up agenda, but at 

the time of writing there has been no concrete decision on this. 

After putting pressure on the former owners of the Hook & Parrot to improve or sell it, 

I am really pleased to see a planning application come forward to provide a new 

restaurant and apartments, which will greatly enhance this part of the seafront. 

The Water bottle Refill station along the seafront is to be installed very soon (delivery 

of the unit was delayed) and I am extremely pleased that Seaton Town Council have 

agreed to fund another point from their budget this year. 

Following several months of negotiations and delays due to Covid, I am pleased that 

the modular changing facilities at Seaton Football Club are scheduled to be installed 

in July ahead of the season starting in the autumn. These were funded through S106 

funding from Bovis Homes. 

It is sad news that Devon Wildlife Trust have given notice to stop operating Seaton 

Jurassic, and this is a blow for our local tourist economy. I shall be pushing to ensure 

any new arrangements for the centre are dealt with as quickly as possible to avoid 

the building remaining empty, which would impact negatively to visitors. The 

Wetlands Link Project has been progressing and the Tram halt at Seaton Wetlands 

is an important element of this. Further intervention to link Sheep’s Marsh with the 

town are continuing. 



I have got involved with Del Haggerty’s efforts to make Seaton coach friendly. I’ve 

raised concerns about the Coach Park being used by school buses between 9am-

3pm which conflicts with encouraging tourist coaches – sometimes there are only a 

few bays left during these hours. The officer for Car Parks at EDDC will be 

contacting the Town Council shortly to discuss the coach park and the potential for 

Motorhome parking in Seaton as the legal order will need to be altered if we want to 

make changes. 

A lot of work has continued at East Devon throughout the pandemic, and I believe 

we have found some better ways to work as Councillors, particularly through remote 

meetings where we can reduce our own carbon footprint by not driving to Honiton for 

meetings and save taxpayers money by reducing the amount paid to councillors for 

travel costs. I am looking forward to meeting face-to-face again, but I think Zoom is 

here to stay! 

 

 


