
SEATON TOWN COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the first edition!

Seaton Town Council is working to create a quarterly newsletter
that keeps residents up-to-date with town council news. 

SPRING
2026

In this issue, find out more about:

Community Consultation Feedback
Local Government Reorganisation 
Annual Town Meeting 2026
Precept News
Community Grants
Community Groups 



A huge thank you to everyone who
completed Seaton Town Council’s
Community Consultation, last Autumn.
This gave residents a voice at a 

COMMUNITY
CONSULTATION 2025

moment of significant change in local government in Devon. With services and
assets likely to transfer to the town council by 2027/28,  your feedback will help
shape future priorities, funding bids and budget decisions to ensure services reflect
what matters most to our community.



ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING 2026

Would you like to meet your town
councillors, hear about the town
council’s plans for the year ahead
and share your thoughts on local
matters?

Would you like to know more
about the Wild About Seaton
Masterplan?

Would you like to chat to local
community groups and understand
more about their valuable work
and how it benefits Seaton?

Thursday 14  Mayth

6pm
at the Gateway Theatre 

Seaton residents are warmly invited to join
Seaton Town Council at the next 

Annual Town Meeting!
Refreshments available!

The guest speaker, at this year’s  Annual Town Meeting,
will be James Chubb, Countryside Manager for East
Devon District Council and the manager of Seaton
Wetlands. James will join us to talk about the Wild About
Seaton Masterplan - an exciting project commissioned to
guide the future of Seaton’s natural environment. This is a
fantastic opportunity for residents to hear directly from
James about the vision behind the masterplan and to
learn more about the work taking place to protect and
enhance our local wildlife habitats.



COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

Cycling Without Age Seaton provides fully insured rides for: 
Care home residents, people with disabilities and anyone who
struggles to get out and about.  For more information on this
wonderful initiative visit  cyclingwithoutage.org.uk/england-
chapters/seaton

However, CWA’s mission is more than just
providing rides - it’s about fostering social
connections and creating meaningful 

Cycling Without Age Seaton (CWA) is part of a global movement
that brings generations and communities together through trishaw
rides – a three-wheeled cycle with a passenger cab at the front. It
offers a safe and enjoyable way to explore the outdoors;
passengers can enjoy the beauty of Seaton Wetlands and the
picturesque seafront, taking in local wildlife, nature, and emjoy
coastal views.

interactions as volunteer pilots and passengers can share stories
and make memories. 



Across Devon, local government
reorganisation will bring changes to
how services and community assets
are owned and managed. 

Although details are still emerging,
town and parish councils have been
encouraged to plan ahead to ensure
that local services are retained and
well run. 

To do this responsibly, Seaton Town
Council made the difficult decision
to increase the precept for 2026/27. 

      Why is the Council doing
this?
 

       What does this increase
mean for households?

On a Band D property, the increase
will be £43.75 per year or 84p per
week. This increase only applies to
the town council portion of the
council tax bill.

        What will the additional
income be used for? 

It will enable the town council to:
increase reserves and respond
to change quickly and efficiently
prepare for the transfer of
community assets or facilities
maintain continuity of valued
local services

PRECEPT 
NEWS

The town council recognises the
pressures on household budgets and
has taken this decision after careful
consideration. Having reviewed various
alternatives, councillors agreed that
planning ahead is the most responsible
way to safeguard important local
services and ensure Seaton is
well‑placed to manage the upcoming
changes.

By gradually increasing the precept
now, this will protect against sharper
increases later on.



In 2025/26 Seaton Town Council
supported the following

organisations through its
community grant scheme

COMMUNITY GRANTS
AWARDED

“The community grant awarded to Operation Rudolph helped them to
support over 68 households, specifically within Seaton, providing essential
meals and a festive connection. Their commitment to "no one slipping
through the net" was put to the test on Christmas Day when they received
an urgent call from an individual who had not been on their initial list. But
thanks to the resources they had in place, they were able to deliver hot
meals and conduct a much-needed community check-in that 
same afternoon”.

Sharon Thorne, founder and director, reported that
“demand across East Devon rose by 25% this year
and, quite simply, without the support of Seaton Town
Council, Operation Rudolph would have truly
struggled to provide the level of care and logistics
required to meet this need”. 

Operation Rudolph explains how these community
grants make a difference:



Next Steps

The government launched a seven
week statutory consultation with
stakeholders in early February 2026 .

As of January 2026, local elections
scheduled for May 2026 in areas like
Exeter are being postponed to allow
councils to focus on LGR. 

A final decision from the Secretary of
State on the new chosen model is
expected in summer 2026

As an interim measure "shadow
authorities" are expected to be
created in 2027, with the new unitary
authorities coming into being on 1   
April 2028

st

Urban-Rural Split - proposed
jointly by Plymouth and Exeter
city councils: the creation of 4
unitary authorities

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
REORGANISATION

What is LGR?

LGR is part of a wider central
government effort to devolve more power
to local areas and streamline existing
council structures.  

Devon currently has 11 local authorities:
1 county council, 2 unitary authorities
(Plymouth and Torbay) and 8 district
councils. LGR aims to replace these with
a smaller number of unitary councils that
deliver all local services.  

Different options have been put forward
for consideration including the
“Reimagining Devon” proposal which
suggests 3 new unitary authorities for
Devon and alternative submissions,
including a single county‑wide or 4
unitary models

Current Status

The competing models include:

Case for Devon - proposed by DCC:
1 unitary authority for the county with
Plymouth and Torbay remaining as
they are

Reimagining Devon  - supported by
most district councils, including
EDDC: 2 unitary authorities for South
Devon and 1 for North and East
Devon  



MEET YOUR 
TOWN COUNCIL

Town Councillors

Council Officers

Thank you to  Kay Clark Photography, Cycling Without Age and Operation Rudolph for providing photographs 


